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CAERLEON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1953.  Caerleon. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Caerleon  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  your 
District.  It  is  drawn  up  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
includes  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (in  acres) ... 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population  mid  1952 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1952) 

according  to  Rate  Book ... 

Rateable  Value  1/4/52 

Sum  represented  by  Id,  rate.  ...  ... 


3256 

4887 

1270 

£21,441. 

£81. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


There  has  been  a small  increase  in  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 
the  population,  from  4839  in  1951  to  4887  in  1952. 

The  few  small  factories  in  the  area  deal  with  light  engineering,  bricks, 
wool  and  hides.  They  are  quite  unobtrusive  and  do  not  spoil  the  rural  character  of  the 
district.  Caerleon  will  always  be  a place  of  great  interest  to  antiquarians  as  the  site 
of  a Roman  fortress.  Many  important  discoveries  have  been  made  and  the  excavations 
give  considerable  insight  into  tho  life  of  the  ancient  encampment. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  buildings  such  as  houses,  shops,  schools, 
public  houses  and  places  of  worship,  which  go  to  make  a township,  there  are  within  the 
boundaries  of  tho  district  two  hospitals  - a mental  hospital  ana  a maternity  hospital,  - 
a teachers  training  college,  two  childrens  homes  and  tho  headquarters  of  the  Ambulance 
Service  for  tho  County  of  Monmouthshire. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births. 
To tal. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Stillbirths, 


Male. 

Female . 

Total 

49 

38 

87 

48 

36 

84 

1 

2 

3 

2 

0 

2 

Live~Birth  Rata  for  the  year,  per  1,000  population 
Livo  Birth  Rata  for  England  and  Walas  for  1952, 

por  1,000  population . 

Livo  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1952, 

par  1,000  population, 

Stillbirth  Rata  for  year,  par  1,000  population.... 
Stillbirth  Rata  for  England  end  Wales  for  1952, 

par  1,000  population 

Stillbirth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1952, 

par  1,000  population 


Tha  number  of  deaths  in  the  area  during  1952  was  as  follows 


Male , Female . Total. 

17  19  36 


22.4 

15.3 

17.17 

0.45 

0.35 

0.468 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  population*. 8.3 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  1952 11,3 

Doath  Rato  for  Monmouthshire,  1952 11.52 

Tha  caus as  of  daath  wars:-  Mala.  Fomala. 

Tuberculosis.  Respiratory . 0 0 

Tuberculosis.  Other 0 0 

Cancer 1 5 

Diabetes 0 1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 2 2 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 2 1 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 0 0 

Other  heart  diseases 6 3 

Other  circulatory  disease 1 0 

Influenza 0 0 

Pneumonia 0 2 

Bronchitis. 2 2 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 0 0 

ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 0 '0 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 0 0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 1 0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate... 0 0 

Accidents 0 2 

Other  causes. 2 1 

. 17  ~ 19 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


There  wore  no  maternal  deaths  associated  with  childbirth. 
Maternal  mortality  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Birth3 


for  England  and  Wales 0.72 

for  Monmouthshire. 0.71 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Thero  was  only  1 death  among  infants  under  one  year  of  ago.  It  occurred  in  the  first 
iseek  of  life  due  to  prematurity. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births...... 11.49 

for  England  and  Wales.... 27.6 

for  Monmouthshire 33.87 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE  IN  THE  AREA. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority: 

The  staff  consisted  of:- 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  for  the  Cwmbran 
U.D.C.  and  No.  8 Health  Area  of  Monmouthshire  County  Council. 

(b)  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector.  J.H.M.  Jolliffo,  A.M.I.S.E.,  A.M.I.B.E, 
CoS.I.B.,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.S.I.j  who  replaced  Mr.  J.D.  Phillips,  who 
retired  on  the  21st  April,  1952. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

Local  Health  Services  under  Part  YlT  are  provided  by  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council, 
and  were  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 


EvTVJN T5 ATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

43  children  received  the  primary  course  of  injections  against  diphtheria 
and  15  were  given  booster  doses. 

These  numbers  are  very  small,  and  it  is  feared  that  unless  a much  higher 
proportion  of  the  child  population  is  immunised  there  is  a danger  of  an  epidemic 
occurring  at  any  time. 

The  suspension  of  immunisation  during  the  summer  months  makes  iji  very  difficult 
to  run  a campaign  to  encourage  mothers  to  bring  their  children  for  this  service.  It 
has  been  generally  accepted  that  the  injections  should  bo  given  before  the  children 
are  a year  old,  and  in  many  cases  tho  first  birthday  has  passed  by  the  time  this 
service  is  available  again  in  the  autumn.  Attendances  at  the  clinics  fall  off 
considerably  after  the  first  twelve*-  months  and  although  special  appointments  are  given 
to  those  older  babies  the  response  is  not  nearly  so  good  as  if  they  could  havo  boon 
immunised  as  a routine  procedure  during  their  first  year’s  regular  attendance, 

32  people  were  vaccinated  during  tho  yoar,  27  being  children  under  15  years  of 
age.  In  addition  16  people  over  15  years  of  age  woro  ro- vaccinated. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


Section  47 1 Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention.  No  action  was  taken  under  this  section. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE, 

A survey  of  the  general  population  of  the  district  was  made  by  this  service 
in  the  Spring.  523  persons  attended  for  examination;  224  males  and  299  females. 
While  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  definite  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was 
discovered  (although  3 persons  were  in  need  of  further  observation  ) it  is 
disappointing  to  find  such  a small  percentage  of  the  population  availing  themselves 
of  the  facilities  provided  by  this  service. 

SAIT  IT  ARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Public  Cleansing.  The  weakly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  continued  during  the 
year  in  spite  of  rising  costs,  and  was  extended  to  includo  additional  built  up  areas 
in  Lodgo  Avenue,  Pillmawr  and  Chris tdhurch. 

Trade  refuse  and  salvage  were  collected  as  required. 

The  reduced  price  of  waste  paper  resulted  in  this  service  being 
run  at  a loss  in  revenue  to  the  Council. 

The  tip  at  Twin  Oaks  exhausted  its  tipping  space  and  another 
tip  was  established  at  Llansoar  about  one  mile  further  outside  the  area.  A form  of 
controlled  tipping  based  on  the  accepted  lines  was  introduced  and  valuable  ground 
has  been  re-claimed  for  agricultural  purposes.  This  new  tip  is  situate  in  a 
disusod  mill  race. 

One  S.D.  Freighter  is  used  with  a K.B*  in  reserve,  A check 
w.eigh  of  the  refuse  collected  revealed  that  an  average  of  thirty  tons  of  refuse  is 
collected  weekly  in  summer,  reducing  to  25  tons  weekly  in  winter. 

Smoke  Nuisances.  The  residential  nature  of  the  district  precludes  smoke  nuisance. 

Schools . Regular  inspection  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  and  water  supplies  of 
the  schools  and  training  college  indicate  satisfactory  conditions'* 

Rivers  and  Streams,  Both  the  Rivers  Usk  and  Avon  Llwydd  are  heavily  polluted  before 
they  roach  the  area. 

Water  Supply,  The  main  supplies  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Borough  of 
Newport  and  bacteriological  examination  of  the  supply  indicates  it  to  bo 
satisfactory  at  all  times.  The  extension  along  the  Usk  Road  was  still  in  abeyance 
at  the  end  of  the  year  on  account  of  the  non-delivery  of  pipes. 

Shops , The  whole  of  the  duties  under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950  are 
administered  by  this  Council  under  powers  delegated  by  the  County  Council.  No 
item  of  note  in  this  connection  took  place  during  the  year. 

Cemetery.  The  Council  had  still  been  unable  to  acquire  the  land  for  the  provision 
of  the  new  cemetery  at  Cold  Bath  Road,  although  it  was  under  consideration  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools,  The  very  poor  weather  during  ih©  whole  summer  months  _ 
limited  use  of  the  Lido  considerably.  The  conditions  continued  to  bo  satisfactory, 
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0 Rod ant  Control.  Tho  gonoral  working  of  tho  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Posts  Act,  1949 
"was  limited  on  account  of  labour  shortage.  A trained  part  time  operator  is 

employed.  A total  of  103  properties  were  inspected  as  a result  of  notifications 

of  infestations,  and  a further  73  properties  as  routine  inspections.  48  major 
infestations  and  113  minor  infestations  by  rats  wore  discovored  and  treated,  and  26 
premises  seriously  infested  with  mice  also  received  attention,  Tho  sewors  received 
their  normal  routine  treatments. 

Recreation  Facilities.  As  a contribution  to  the  health  and  well  being  of  the 
general  population  the  Council  provide  a wide  range  of  recreational  facilities  and 
open  spaces.  Two  childrens  playing  fields,  complete  with  various 

playing  equipment,  are  provided  in  addition  to  those  on  the  Troborth  Estate,  The 
Council  cater  for  Bowls,  Tennis,  Not  Ball,  Putting,  Cricket  and  Football,  and  a 
scheme  was  in  hand  for  tho  purchase  of  the  Racecourse,  which  would  increase  these 

facilities  and  provide  Public  Walks  and  Open  Spaces.  Both  tho  Town  Hall  Gardens 

and  Gold croft  Common  - the  former  being  a Very  beautiful  and  well  kept  park -add  to 
the  public’s  enjoyment,  end  it  is  felt,  a definite  aid  to  the  public’s  good 
health. 


Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  No  change  took  place  In  the 
"general  scheme  for  soworago  and  sewage  disposal  provisions.  During  the  year  loan 
sanction  was  received  for  the  provision  of  Cesspit  emptying  equipment  which  was 
awaiting  delivery  at  tho  close  of  the  year. 

Mortuary.  The  Council  continues  to  maintain  the  Mortuary  'which  is  used  for  tho 
reception  cf  bodies  and  post  mortem  examinations.  Generally  its.  ,uso  is  most 
.infrequent  but  the  provision  has  proved  beneficial.  No  attendant  is  employed  but 

the  Polico  co-operate  in  the  administration. 

Factories,  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Insnector)  under  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 


(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,3, 4, 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  tho 
Local  Authority. 


TOTAL 

Cases  in  which  defects  wore  found. 


Sanitary  Convenience.  Unclean. 

TOTAL 


Numbers  on 
Register. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

15 

15 

2 

1 

1 

- 

16 

16 

2 

Found . Remedied, 
2 2 

2 2 


There  ore  no  outworkers  in  the  district.  0n3  factory  had  commenced  the  construction 
of  a sanitary  block  for  females. 
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Housing.  The  completion  of  10  non-traditional  houses  (Oornish  Units)  was  the  sum 
total  of  the  Council’s  housing  programme  for  the  year  which  completed  the  scheme  in 
hand.  Delays  by  the  Contractors  held  up  the  housing  programme  to  a serious  degree, 
In  addition  4 houses  were  erected  by  provate  enterprise  under  lioenoe. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


(1)  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts). 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purposo. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  2)  found  not  to  bo  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation. 

( 2)  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Normal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consoquonce  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority,  or 
its’  officers. 

( 3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

1.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  wore 
served  requiring  repairs. 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
sorvico  of  formal  notice. 

(c)  Number  of  houses  condemned  and  in  occupation. 

(d)  Number  of  houses  that  could  probably  be  condemned  and  action 
taken,  undor  the  Housing  Acts  1936  and  1940. 

2.  Proceedings  undor  Public  Health  Acts. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  ware  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notice. 


106. 

106. 

10. 

34. 


48. 


20. 

20. 

48. 

31. 


11. 


9. 
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Proceedings  order  Section  II  and  13  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936 


(a)  Number  of  dwelling  housas  in  raspoct  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made.  Nil, 

(b)  Number  of  dialling  houses  which  were  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders.  Nil. 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  tha  Housing  Acts,  1956. 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under  ground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  wero  made.  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under  ground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit.  1, 

Perm.  Traditional 
Temporary.  Non- Trad.  Houses. 


Number  of  houses  owned  by  local  authority 
on  the  31.12.52.  50.  38.  96. 

Number  of  local  authority  houses  in  course  of 
erection  on  the  3U.2.52.  - 

Number  of  houses  for  which  sanction  has  been 
given  but  which  had  not  been  commenced  on 

the  31.12.52.  - 16. 

Total  number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year 

By  Local  Authority - 10, 

By  Private  Enterprise. .. . - - 4. 


Number  of  houses  under  construction  by  Private 
Enterprise  but  not  completed  on  31.12.52 6 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. . 

By a laws . The  Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  for 

securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary  and  Cleanly  Conditions  and  Practices  in  connection 
with  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  open  air 
ware  finally  adopted  during  the  year,  and  copies  were  distributed  to  the  shops  in  the 
Urban  Area, 

Food  Premises.  Careful  supervision  over  the  premises  coming  within  tha  provision  of 
Sections  13  and  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1936  was  maintained  during  the  year  and 
although  some  contraventions  of  the  provisions  of  Section  13  were  brought  to  light 
these  were  only  of  a minor  nature.  It  has  always  been  the  Council’s  endeavour  to 
adopt  co-operation  methods  rather  than  punitive  means  .and  this  has  proved  successful. 

Food  Inspection.  There  is  no  central  slaughtering  ostablishement  in  tha  area.  Only 
a very  small  quantity  of  unsound  food  was  surrendered  and  destroyed. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Oases  aM  Mortality  during  1952. 


Ag9  Period. 

New 
Resp . 

M.  F. 

Cases, 

Non, 

M. 

Resp. 

F. 

DEATHS . 

0-1  years. 

— t 

1-5 

ft 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

5 -10 

ft 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10-15 

ft 

- 

- 

- 

— 

NIL. 

15-20 

ft 

— 

1 

— 

— . 

SO- 25 

ft 

2 

- 

- 

- 

25-35 

ft 

5 

2 

- 

- 

35-45 

ft 

1 

- 

- 

- 

45-55 

ft 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55  and 

up. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

• 

11 

3 

- 

- 

NIL. 

Although  the  number  of  new  cases  is  much  higher  than  it  was  in  1951  when  there 
were  only  6 there  were  no  deaths  due  to  this  disease  in  1952. (There  were  4 deaths  in 
1951).  4 of  the  new  cases  were  inward  transfers  from  other  areas  and  4 others  ware 

patients  in  the  Mental  Hospital. 

If  allowance  is  made  for  these  the  number  of  cases  arising  during  the  year  in 
the  population  of  the  district  at  large  is  the  same  as  it  was  far  1951. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

(OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1952. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital, 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox. 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever, 

10 

S 

- 

Diphtheria, 

- 

- 

- 

Typhoid  Fever. 

5 * 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid. 

1 X 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

5 x 

- 

- 

Pneumonia. 

4 

1 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

- 

- 

- 

Measles. 

10 

— 

- 

Dysentary. 

2 x 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough. 

15 

- 

- 

Ersipelas. 

- 

- 

- 

Bphthalmia  Neonatorum. 

1 X 

- 

- 

x Occurred  in  hospital. 
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CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  MD  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Fool  Poisoning.  No  food  poisoning  was  notifiod  during  tho  yoar  although  a 
bacteriological  report  received  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Sarvice  showed  the 
presence  of  a case  of  this  nature  in  one  instance.  Investigations  to  try  to  trace 
the  source  of  infection  indicated  that  this  case  was  connected  with  a small  outbreak 
occurring  in  a neighbouring  area.  The  source  of  infection  was  not  proved. 

On  two  other  occasions  rumours  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been 
hoard.  It  is  unfortunate  that  some  general  practitoners  tend  to  ignore  their 
obligation  in  this  matter  of  notification. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  or  acute  Poliomyelitis. 

A small  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  the  Mental  Hospital. 
There  was  complete  co-operation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  all 
procahtions  were  taken.  Tho  outbreak  was  confined  to  5 cases  in  one  ward.  Tho 
source  of  the  infection  was  considered  to  be  a recently  admitted  patient  who,  it  was 
discovered,  had  suffered  from  the  disease  many  years  previously  find  was  presumably  a 
carrier  although  investigations  at  her  homo  and  among  members  of  her  family  yielded  all 
nogative  results. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


EVELYN  D.  OWEN. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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